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March 25. 2010

Dr. Lil l ian M. Lowery
Secretary of Education
John G. Townsend Building
401 Federal Street, Suite 2
Dover.  DE 19901

VorcE:  (3O2)  739-3620
TTY/TDD: (3O2)  739-3699

Fax: ( 3O2\ 739-6704

Dear Secretary Lowery:

I write on behalf of the State Council fbr Persons with Disabilities (SCPD) after receiving
an informative presentation from representatives of a grassroots organrzation called
Making Language Choices Available to Delav,ere Families o.f C'hildren v,ith Hearing
Loss (also known as Clhoices). The presentation included, in part, concerns regarding
Delaware's procedures and public policy fbr educating children with hearing loss. Based
on the presentation and given SCPDs interest in promoting educational options fbr
students with disabilities (including those who are deaf and hard of hearing), Council has
the following observations, questions and recommendations.

Delaware's newborn hearing screening program and the availability of cochlear
implantation for children as young as 12 months of age makes it possible in the 2l st
century tbr most children who are born deaf to attain typical oral and aural language
provided such children receive intensive auditory-oral therapy as soon as possible
after they are implanted. Moreover, because more than 90% of children who are
born deaf have parents with typical hearing, the development of non-delayed
oral/aural language skills is the preferred outcome for most families affbcted by
deafhess at birth. The State should provide people who are trained in auditory. r,erbal,
educational techniques to work with the children and give the families the knowledge
they need to develop Iistening and spoken language skil ls, starting at birth.

What are the Department of Education's (DOEs) plans fbr offbring such an early
intervention program in Delaware. given that one does not currently exist?

Z. The distribution of resources for education of deaf and hard-of--hearing children is
heavily skewed in fbvor of centralized education rather than in the local school
districts where children reside. The slide on the next page displays data that
i l lustrates this Delaware School fbr the Deaf (DSD)-centric orientation. About half
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the school districts have neither an educational audiologist nor a teacher of the cJeaf .
The percentage ol-Delaware children with hearing-based IEPs who are served in a
segregated setting is about twice the corresponding percentage of New Jersey
children.

What are the Department's plans tor achicr, ' ing a better distribution of educational
resourccs for the deaf and hard-of'-hearinu'J

The f)elaware Code and Adnrinistratir, 'e Code do not appear to specit ically address
the roles and responsibil i t ies of the Coordinator of Statew,ide Services lbr Deat'and
Hard of Hearing Education.

What is the Department's view regarding the responsibil i t ics fbr this posit ion now
and in the firture'l

Delaware Llses specif ic schr-rol districts as the governing bodies fbr statewide special
education programs for low-incidence disabil i t ies. f:xamples include the Delaware
Autism Program. the Delaware School fbr the Deaf (Christina). and the l-each School
(Colonial) .  In other states. so-cal led intennediate uni ts enable pool ing ol ' resoLu'ces
among groups of school districts. Fclr example. Berks County Pennsylvania has about
70,000 students and l8 school districts. all of whom are served bv an intermediate
unit based in Readins.

SCPD recomnlends considet'ation of an interntediate unit approach to serr, ' ing lorv-
irtcidence disabil i t ies as a n'leans tur usins scilrce resourccs in a lnore econonricallr, '
ellicient lvav'l
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Thank you fbryoLr considerat ion and please corr tnct  SCPD bl ,Apr i l  16.2010 with yolrr
predisposi t ions.

Sincerelv.

,& rp ot,'?t),,Tlrtt!rru ffi**il/n
Daniese McMul l in-Powel l .  Chairperson
State Council fbr Persons with Disabil i t ies

cc: The Honorable Rita M. Landgraf
The Honorable Vivian L. Rapposell i
Ms. Rosanne Grifl'-Cabel li
Governor's Advisory council fbr Exceptional cit izens
Council on f)eaf and Hard of F{earirrg frquality
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